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The paper of old books can be mended by grafting
on new patches of paper to replace missing portions.
If the mending is done with paper that matches, the
join can be made almost invisible, if the value of the
book justifies the cost of such delicate and skilful repair.
Personally, I am inclined to think that the cost of In-
visible3 mending is rarely justified by the result. The
pages of early printed books should not be unduly
pressed, as part of the quality of the printing is due to
the impression made by the type, and severe pressing
and .especially chemical washing makes a fine piece of
early printing look like a modern facsimile of what it
once was. The backs of all the sections of a valuable
book should be made sound so that the pages may be
held securely by the sewing. The edges should on no
account be cut. Where there are remains of an old
binding, these, and any marks of ownership that indicate
the individual history of the volume, should be pre-
served. It is often possible to paste the surviving por-
tions of an old cover on to the top of the new leather,
and so preserve a valuable record of the volume's
history.

Generally speaking, if books of value must be re-
bound, everything possible should be done to strengthen
the actual leaves of the book. The nature of the binding
itself is not a matter of such \ital importance, provided
it forms an adequate protection to the book and is not
incongruous in style. An aggressively modem decorated
binding on an old book seems to be sadly out of place,
but what is right and what is wrong is a matter of taste
and feeling, and cannot be laid down by rule.